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Abstract

Skill education and technical training have historically played an important role in shaping India's
socio-economic structure, systems of production, and patterns of livelihood. In pre-colonial India,
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learning was not confined to literary or intellectual instruction. Practical knowledge connected with
agriculture, crafts, metallurgy, textiles, construction, trade, accounting, and other occupations was
transmitted through families, communities, professional groups, and teacher-learner traditions. Such
arrangements created a close relationship between knowledge, work, and everyday economic life.

Colonial rule introduced major changes in the organization and priorities of education. English-
medium and literary education acquired increasing importance, particularly in relation to administrative
requirements, while many indigenous systems of craft and vocational learning experienced economic
and institutional marginalization. Technical institutions were also established under colonial rule, but
their early objectives were closely connected with public works and the administrative needs of the
colonial state. After independence, planned industrialization led to the expansion of Industrial Training
Institutes, polytechnics, engineering education, and other forms of technical training. Nevertheless,
the gap between formal education, employable skills, and changing labour-market requirements
continued to remain a major challenge.

This paper traces the historical evolution of skill education from the pre-colonial and colonial
periods to post-independence India and examines its relevance in the framework of the National
Education Policy 2020 (NEP-2020). Using a historical-analytical approach based on policy documents
and secondary scholarship, it examines the changing relationship between education, work, skills,
and employment. The paper interprets the renewed emphasis on vocational exposure, experiential
learning, multidisciplinary education, and local skills under NEP-2020 as an attempt to reconnect
education with practical capabilities. It concludes that meaningful integration of indigenous knowledge,
modern technology, digital competence, and industry-linked education is important for inclusive and
sustainable national development.
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