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Abstract

The National Education Policy-2020 has accorded special importance to skills, vocational
education, experiential learning, digital proficiency, and entrepreneurship-alongside knowledge-within
the Indian education system. Connecting students in rural schools with local skills, arts, crafts, and
culture, as well as modern digital technology, could prove to be a significant step towards an
'Atmanirbhar Bharat' (Self-Reliant India). The objective of the present study is to examine the
prospects of implementing vocational courses and innovative teaching methods in rural schools
under the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020, as well as to assess the awareness among students
and teachers regarding skill development and the 'Atmanirbhar Bharat' (Self-Reliant India) initiative.
The study is conducted in the Firozabad district of Uttar Pradesh. The study analyzed enrollment
data for a total of 503 students-comprising 296 boys and 207 girls-across grades 6 to 12. It involved
a descriptive and quantitative analysis of information gathered through questionnaires, interviews,
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and observations. The findings indicate that skill-based and vocational education can help foster
employability, self-employment, entrepreneurship, and a sense of self-reliance among students.
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